¥
\ Missouri Deparsment of MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

SOCIAL SERVICES CHILDREN’S DIVISION

Your Potential. Our Support. INITIAL FAMILY ASSESSMENT

Complete with the primaryhousehold familywithin the first 4 weeks of case opening to prepare for the developmentof the Social Senvice
Planto be finalized by the 30t day following case opening date. Attach additional Parent/Caregiver/Guardian assessmentforms as
needed, one per P/C/G household by utilizing the Initial Family Assessment Attachment(CD-301a). If the Case Manageris unable to
complete this assessmentwith the P/C/G’s, the Case Manager mustseek alternate options such as relatives, the children/youth, natural
supports and collateral contacts to complete the assessment.

Family name: Baker Case# 20200000000

Name(s) of PIC/G’s in the Melinda Baker, Matt Baker
primary hhldthis assessment
is completed with:

Case Manager: Crystal Wenger Supervisor: | Marla Pritzel
Case open date: 12-10-20 Casetype: | AC
Initial 4 weekly contact dates and Parent/Caregiver/Guardian signatures during which timeframe this assessment was completed:
Date of visit: Signatures of family members participating in this assessment during each date:
12-11-2020 Matt Baker
Welinda Bater
12-18-2020 Matt Baker
elinda Batoer
12-27-2020 Matt Baker
elinda Batoer
1-6-2021 Matt Baker
Helinda Batoer

Incarcerated Parent, Caregiver, Guardian(s):

0 N/A

Name: Role: Location:

Matt Baker Father to BrooklynBaker Nodaway County Jail, Maryville MO
Step-Fatherto AlexHudson

Date: 12-11-2020
Date: 12-11-2020

X Provided the Notice to Incarcerated Parent (CS-2)
X Provided the Incarcerated Parent Response Form (CS-2att)

Incarcerated Parent, Caregiver, Guardian(s):

X N/A

Name: Role: Location:
O Provided the Notice to Incarcerated Parent (CS-2) Date:

[ Provided the Incarcerated Parent Response Form (CS-2att) Date:
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PARENT/CAREGIVER/GUARDIAN(S) VOICES:

Case Manager should capture the information below as voiced by the P/C/G.

What is your understanding of why Children’s Divisionis involved?
Please describe specificallyas possible the incident(s) thatcaused Children’s Division’sinvolvement.

Melinda: because Mattwentto jail for drugs and for beating me up, also hurting Alex.

Matt: because Melinda and Igot into a fight and the drugs and because Alex got hurt.

What are some of the mostimportantthings you think I should knowaboutyour family?

Melinda:llove mykids and | don’thurt them. | know what happened was bad but | wantmy familybacktogether so I'll do whatever |
need to do to make that happen.llove Matttoo and he doesn’thurt the kids either, whathappened to Alex was an accident, he loves the
kids very much. We don’t even fight that much, Mattjust got really wasted and then we started fighting and things just got really outof
hand.| was trying to leave and that's when Matt got really mad. | just wantyou to know that | know things need to get better and | just
need some help but 'm going to make it better.

Matt: | love myfamily. | feel really horrible aboutall of it. | need to be out of jail so | can help get everything back together. I know all of
this looks really bad but it's not something that will ever happen again.

What do you feel are your strengths as a parent? What would others, including your children, tell me you do best as a parent?
Tell me abouttimes you managed challenging situations successfully.

Melinda:that| love mykids, they are my whole world. Others would tell you that too. I've always taken care of mykids even when Alex’s
dadleft and when Matt was in jail before. | work and | provide for them. | usually make sure the kids don’t see us fighting. | know how to
take care of my kids, it's just been really hard lately.

Matt: | make sure that mykids have a roof over theirhead and | take care of myfamily. Others would tell you that | love those kids, we
playa lot.

What do you feel thatyou struggle with the most?

Melinda: Ifeel like it's hard to keep the bills paid. We keep getting things shut off. | feel like Mattand | can’teven be neareach other
somedays. It's really hard to keep up with everything. The houseis a messand | just don’teven have the energyto do anything aboutit.
Matt doesn’thelp, the kids don’t help.

Matt: | can’tgeta job, myassault and drug charge | had, nobody wants to hire me. I've gotten away from drugsin the past butit's hard
when it keeps showing up rightin front of you. It's like 'm mad all the time, | can’thelpit.

If | asked your child(ren) what they worry about most, what do you suppose they will tell me?

Melinda: probablythatthey are worried aboutme. Theywere freaking out when they saw Matthitting me.

Matt: Brooklyn is probablyworried that | won’tbe coming back home. Alex is probablyworried that we will fight again.
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If you had three wishes thatyou could use to improve your situation, what would they be? Howwould they help?

1. Melinda: T o have more moneyto fix up the house and get the heat back on. Thatway we could have the kids backin their
bedrooms and we could getstuff out of the living room again.
Matt: Towin the lottery, that would solve a lot. | could getthe house fixed up and wouldn’thave to worry aboutfinding a job.

2. Melinda: ForMattto geta job so he could be out of the house more and have something to do and to focus on so he’s not sitting
around all day just thinking.
Matt: T o get out of jail. | can’tdo much from jail.

3. Melinda: Forusnotto fight anymore. | wouldn’thave to worry aboutwhat Matt mightdo and I don’t want the kidsto get hurt.
Matt: | wished | never started using drugs. | know it’'s a big problem and | just wish | never would have started. | know we wouldn’t
probablyfight as much either.

What do you think needs to happen differently movingforward to reach your goals? Whatwould need to change?

Melinda: Mattneedsto get some counseling to work on his anger. He’s needs to stop hurtingme and he needs to stop using. He also
needsto help keep up the house.

Matt: Melinda needs to pick up the house and stop nagging me all the time. | needto get a job.

Who could help you reach those goals and howcould they help? Howdo you think that Children’s Division could help you
with that? What services mightbe able to help?

Melinda: If we could getsome help with getting the heatback on that would be great. If anyone wants to help me clean, I'd take that too.
Matt and | both need to stop using drugs. | don’tthink it's that hard for me but will probablybe harder for Matt because he’s used off and
on for years. Maybe NA meetings would help. Maybe we could do some family counseling too. If you could find some NA meetings and
counselors, maybe ones for free that would help. We've got some familyand friends that have helped us before. My Aunt Linda and
Matt'smom have been big supports. | don’tknow if they would be willing to help us anymore though.

Matt: Someone could buyme a lottery ticket. If | could getsome help with fixing the house that would be great. | know | need to probably
go to drug treatmentagain too. If someone could help me geta job that would be good and maybe we can do some counseling. Justlet
me know what | need to do to get mykids back. | don’treally know who would help us.

What else would you like us to knowor to keep in mind while working with your family?

Melinda: ljustlove my kidsand I'll do whatever | need to get them back.

Matt: | am just really stressed out and this is just really hard. | just want mykids back.

NATURAL SUPPORTS:
Who does the familyidentify as their currentnatural supports who they are willing to allow to be involved?

Considerasking: Who are the people who care aboutyour children? Ifyou were to become unable to care for your child(ren) and they
needed a temporaryhome to stay in, who would be your top three preferences?

Name: What role do they have in supportingyour family? Contactinformation:
X Relative 660-582-0046,
Linda Jonesand Larry Jones X SentRelative Nofification Letter (CD-203) 660-582-6678
L1 Non-Relative/Other: _ 706 E. Buchanan, Maryvlle
What is this person’s relationship to each child?
Maternal Auntand Uncle MO 64468
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Patsy Newman

X Relative
X SentRelative Notification Letter (CD-203)

[0 Non-Relative/Other:
What is this person’s relationship to each child?
Paternal Grandmother

816-544-7365

98445101stRd., HopkinsMO
64882

Jennifer Justice [ Relative 660-562-4409
O Sent Relat!ve Notification Letter (CD-203) 206'S. Maple Ave., Mound
X Non-Relative/Other: _
What is this person’s relationship to each child? City MO 64457
Friend of the family
Jose Martinez [J Relative 816-659-4425

[0 Sent Relative Nofification Letter (CD-203)

X Non-Relative/Other:
What is this person’s relationship to each child?
Friend ofthe family

755Newton, Oregon MO
64552

Leslie Wake & James Wake

X Relative
X SentRelative Nofification Letter (CD-203)

[1 Non-Relative/Other:
What is this person’s relationship to each child?
Maternal Aunt & Uncle (spouse to Leslie Wake)

660-541-6556
660-541-7384

802 W. Main, Maryille MO
64468

Jean Booker and Lewis Booker

X Relative
X SentRelative Nofification Letter (CD-203)

L1 Non-Relative/Other:
What is this person’s relationship to each child?

Maternal Grandparents

712-568-4115
712-568-3589

630 S.E. MarketSt., Atchison
KS 79953

LoisEmery

X Relative
X SentRelative Nofification Letter (CD-203)

L1 Non-Relative/Other:
What is this person’s relationship to each child?

Maternal Aunt

816-567-8842

9402E. Holiday, St. Joseph
MO 64501

Initial Family Assessment (CD-301) (AC) - Rev. 6.30.21




Selectall thatapply regarding the reason(s) the child(ren) came into Alternative Care:

X Physical Abuse [ Sexual Abuse [ Emotional Abuse Neglect [ SexTrafficking [ Labor Trafficking

Identify Harm and impact to the child(ren). What are the circumstances that broughtthe child(ren)into Alternative Care?

On 12-10-2020 Law Enforcementwas called to the family residence located at404 E. Market, Mound City, MO in response to Melinda
Baker (mother) and Matt Baker (father to Brooklyn, step-fatherto Alex) gettinginto a fight at the family home that caused Melindato goto
the hospital to be treated for her injuries. Melinda’sinjuries included a broken wrist, bruising to the right side of herface, a laceration to the
forehead and a concussion. Matthad no evident or reported injuries.

Alex (age 7) and Brooklyn (age 5) saw the fight between Melinda and Matthappen and Alex tried to stop them from fighting resultingin
him being knocked down and hurting his left elbow which caused swelling and bruising. Everyone is unsure who knocked Alex down.
Alex stated he was afraid dad was going to kill mom because they were both screaming reallyloud and dad pushed mom into the wall.
Brooklyn stated she was crying and screaming atmom and dad to stop and was frightened that dad was going to hurt mom reallybad as
she reports he was very angry and throwing mom and saying lots of bad words. She hidin her room until Law Enforcementarrived
because she thoughtMatt would hurt her too.

When Law Enforcementarrived at the family home, they found the conditions to be unsafe for the children to remaininthe home as there
was fresh and old animal feces on the floor in several places, including the children’s bedroom, the kitchen, living space and hallway.
There wasa hole in the hallway floor approximately 18 inches wide and the ground was visible. T here were also several unclean dishes
piled onthe counters, the table and overflowing in the sink, moldy food on the counter, table, floor and in the refrigerator. A cockroach
infestation was evident. T here was exposed wiring in the living room hanging from the walll, 2 broken windows in the children’s bedroom,
dirty clothing, unbagged trash and random items cluttered every area of the home. T he children were sleeping on the hardwood floor of
the living room amongstthe trash and debris and shared a blanket. Alex and Brooklyn were both disheveled and dirty with a significant
sour odor. Alex was wearing weather appropriate butdirty clothing. Brooklyn was wearing Alex’s clothing. Neither child has underwear or
socks. Both children appearundernourished. The home has very little food and the children reportmostlyeating bread. The children do
not have beds. All of the family sleepsin the living room which is blocked offby blankets draped over the doors to keep the heatin. The
home is heated with space heaters as the family does not currentlyhave gas service.

Law enforcementalso found Marijuana, Methamphetamine and drug paraphernalia in the home. T he marijuana and drug paraphernalia
were within access ofthe children. Mattindicated the drugs were his. Law enforcementreports both Matt and Melinda appeared to be
underthe influence. Alex reports he recently found his mom on the bathroom floor and he couldn’twake her up.

The school reports Alex has missed 24 days of school this year and Brooklyn has missed 23 days. Alex reports his teeth hurt. Both
children have evident dental needs, including rotting teeth.

Matt Baker was arrested for domestic assaultand possession of controlled substances on 12-10-2020. T he children were placed intoa
relative placementwith Maternal Aunt Linda and Uncle Larry Jones in Maryille MO after the Holt County Sheriff s Departmentplaced the
childreninto protective custody on 12-10-2020 at 2:28am.
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THREATS TO CHILD SAFETY: (select all that apply to all Parent/Caregiver/Guardians)

When developing the Social Service Plan, each Threat to Child Safety identified here must have a corresponding Safety Goal.

1.Parent/Caregiver/Guardianis notroutinely performing basic and essential parenting duties and responsibilities.

Applies to which P/C/G’s?: _MattBaker & Melinda Baker

Applies to which child(ren)?:_Brooklyn Bakerand Alex Hudson

Details/Supporting evidence: _Malnourishment, children’s physical and dental conditions, chronic absences from school, lack of

accessto basic to basic necessities

L1 2.The family lacks sufficientresources, such as food and shelter, to meet the child's needs.

Applies to which P/C/G’s?:

Applies to which child(ren)?:

Details/Supporting evidence:

O 3. Parent/Caregiver/Guardian lacks parenting knowledge, skills and/or motivationnecessary to assure a child’s basicneeds
are met.

Applies to which P/C/G’s?:

Applies to which child(ren)?:

Details/Supporting evidence:

4.Parent/Caregiver/Guardian's behavior is violentand/or they are behaving dangerously.

Applies to which P/C/G’s?: _MattBaker & Melinda Baker

Applies to which child(ren)?:_Brooklyn Baker and Alex Hudson

Details/Supporting evidence:_Presence of Domestic Violence/Intimate Partner Violence in the home in the presence ofthe children

which causedinjuryto Alex.

[0 5. Parent/Caregiver/Guardian's behavior is dangerously impulsive or they will not/cannot control their behavior.

Applies to which P/C/G’s?:

Applies to which child(ren)?:

Details/Supporting evidence:

1 6. Parent/Caregiver/Guardian perceptions of a child are extremely negative.
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Applies to which P/C/G’s?:

Applies to which child(ren)?:

Details/Supporting evidence:

[ 7. Parent/Caregiver/Guardian is threatening to severely harm a child, are fearful they will maltreat the child and/or request placement.

Applies to which P/C/G’s?:

Applies to which child(ren)?:

Details/Supporting evidence:

8.The child's living arrangements seriously endanger the child's physical health.

Applies to which PIC/G’s?: _MattBaker & Melinda Baker

Applies to which child(ren)?:_Brooklyn Baker and Alex Hudson

Details/Supporting evidence:_The household conditions were such thatthe children were atrisk of electrocution,accesstofeces,

infestationin the home, accessto drugs, mold, lack of heat

O 9. Parent/Caregiver/Guardian intend(ed) to seriously hurtthe child.

Applies to which P/C/G’s?:

Applies to which child(ren)?:

Details/Supporting evidence:

(1 10. Parent/Caregiver/Guardian largely rejects CPS intervention; refuse access to a child; and/or the caregiver may flee.

Applies to which P/C/G’s?:

Applies to which child(ren)?:

Details/Supporting evidence:

[0 11. PIC/G refuses and/or fails to meet child's exceptional needs that do/canresultin severe consequences to the child.

Applies to which P/C/G’s?:

Applies to which child(ren)?:

Details/Supporting evidence:

[0 12. A child has serious physicalinjuries or serious physical symptoms from maltreatment and Parent/Caregiver/Guardian
are unwillingorunable to arrange or provide care.
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Applies to which P/C/G’s?:

Applies to which child(ren)?:

Details/Supporting evidence:

[0 13. A child shows serious emotional symptoms requiring immediate help and/or lacks behavioral control, or exhibits self-
destructive behavior and Parent/Caregiver/Guardian are unwilling or unable to arrange or provide care.

Applies to which P/C/G’s?:

Applies to which child(ren)?:

Details/Supporting evidence:

[0 14. A child is profoundly fearful ofthe home situation or people within the home.

Applies to which P/C/G’s?:

Applies to which child(ren)?:

Details/Supporting evidence:

1 15. Parent/Caregiver/Guardian cannot, will not or do notexplain a child's injuries or threatening family conditions.

Applies to which P/C/G’s?:

Applies to which child(ren)?:

Details/Supporting evidence:

CHILD/YOUTHASSESSMENT

With the Parent, Caregiver, Guardian(s), assess EACH CHILD/YOUTH in each area below.

See current and historical medical treatment, providers, medications, allergies, physical health, mental health,
behavioral health and development for each child on the Health Care Information Summary (CD-264) and the
Child/Family Health and Developmental Assessment (CW-103, CW-103 Att. A, CW-103 Att. B). See family’s financial

status on the Financial Statement for Parents (CS-99). See the Indian Ancestry Questionnaire (CD-116) and ICWA
Checklist (CD-123) for Indian child status.

Completed and attached for each child - Health Care Information Summary (CD-264)

Completed and attached for each child - Child/Family Health and Developmental Assessment (CW-103)
Completed and attached for each child - Child/Family Health and Developmental Assessment (CW-103 Att. A)
Completed and attached for each child - Child/Family Health and Developmental Assessment (CW-103 Att. B)
Completed and attached for each household - Financial Statement for Parents (CS-99)

Completed and attached for the child(ren) - Indian Ancestry Questionnaire (CD-116)

Completed and attached for the child(ren) - ICWA Checklist (CD-123)

XXXNXKXKKX
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Obtain the following
documents ifavailable:

Birth Certificates [1 Other:

[1 Social Security Cards

Custody Documents
ImmunizationRecords

In what state was the
child(ren)born?
Previous states of
residence:

Brooklyn: Missouri
Alex: Missouri

No other previous states of residence.

Behavioral: Screeneach
child forthe potential risk of
harm to self or others to
determine the need for
behavior support&
managementinterventions

Alex and Brooklyn play pretty well together but Alex is starting to get mouthy and not listen. He’s been
more defiantlately. He's also started breaking things and he can get pretty angry.

Brooklyn: Brooklyn has not shown anyindication to be a threat to herself or others. No behaviors have
suggested any risk of this type of behaviorto develop, therefore no behavioral supportor management
interventions are necessary at this time.

Alex: Alex has shown some aggression butis triggered under certain circumstances where he or
someone he cares aboutis being threatened. Otherwise, he has not shown any indication to be a threat
to himselfor others outside of attempting to protectothers. No behavior supportor management
interventions are recommended atthistime. These behaviors will be addressed through trauma therapy.

Trauma:

Trauma experiences, history
or exposure to domestic
violence, human trafficking,
efc.

Both children have a recenthistory of withessing domestic violence between Mattand Melinda. Melinda
believes some of Alex’s recentbehaviors are stemming from seeing Matttreat her the way he does.
Impactof this potential rauma will continue to be explored through therapy for both children.

No indication ofhuman trafficking.

Social/Relationships:

How and who are their peer
relationships? Outside ofthe
hhld, who does the child(ren)
have the strongest
relationships with?
Additional social supports?

Alex has beenina couple fights at school recentlywith anotherboy. He is pretty bonded with Uncle
Larry. Alex’s dad doesn’thave anything to do with him. Brooklyn is usuallyright by my (Melinda) side
and Alex is really good about helping with her and he wants to protecther. Brooklyn is reported to not be
very trusting of her peers and doesn'tinitiate play or contactwith them.

Involvement:
Currentinvolvementin
activities, community, cultural
resources, sports, efc.

None

Child(ren’s)
Strengths/Interests:

Melinda: Alex is very protective of Brooklyn. He’s beenin fights recently at school. He hasn’twanted to
go to school because kids make fun of him and he doesn’tcare aboutdoing his school work. Both kids
like to be read to. | know that the kids are struggling because ofwhat's going on at home. Brooklyn likes
to listen to music when she goesto bed. Both kids want to have the nightlight on. Brooklyn still
sometimes wets the bed. T heir favorite food is grilled cheese. Brooklyn always wants to take her ‘foofie’
(blanket) with her everywhere.

Substance Use:
History or currentuse of
substances.

Neither child has substance use history.

NCA 7-14-14,20140004425. Confirmed drug use by Melinda Baker during pregnancy. Infant Brooklyn
Baker'smeconiumtested positive for THC. No obvious impactto Brooklyn’s developmentdue to drug
exposure in utero.

Both children are suspected to have beenin the vicinity of their parents while using marijuana and
methamphetamines. Neither child shows anyindication of lastingimpactto the potential exposure.

Educational:

Current Grade/School:
IEP/IAP? Special Education
Services/ldentified Needs?
Orschool readiness:

Brooklyn is currentlyin Kindergarten and Alex is in 1stgrade. Alex has missed 24 days of school and
Brooklyn has missed 23 days of school this year. Brooklyn attended Head Start last year and neither of
the children had significantabsences during the prior school year. Both children are inthe ‘needing
improvement’ level of all of their educational domains. Parents report Brooklyn enjoys going to school
but Alex has not wanted to go this year. Neither child hasan IEP or 504 plan. Brooklyn is reported to
have a speech delay, however no senices have beeninitiated for speech therapy at this time.

Youth gender identity and
sexual orientation:

Neither child has given any indication thatthey associate with anything other than their born gender.
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Any child needs:

(i.e., glasses,clothing,
special services, dental care,
etc.)

Alex and Brooklyn’s primarycare physicianis Dr. Bachman through NW Health Senvices. Theyare not
currentlyreceiving any medical care and have no pending appointments. T heirlastwell checks were
completedin July2019. Alex is supposed to wear glasses but they broke and he doesn’thave them
anymore. Both children have whatappearto be flea bites on their arms, legs and back. Thisis being
treated with ointment.

Alex and Brooklyn both have rotting teeth and the school dental check-up a few months ago said Alex
had a few cavities. Both children need a dental check-up, nothing is scheduled atthistime. Theygo to
Darby Dental in Oregon.

Both of the children are immunized, Brooklyn just got her kindergarten shots this past summer. Children
have received immunizations through the Holt County Health Department.

Alex has been having trouble focusing for a while. He gets notes sent home from school thathe’s
daydreaming orthat he’s not paying attention.

Neither child is currently receiving psychiatric care orare on any medications. Parents do not feel there
is a currentneed for such services but are open to treatmentif needed.

Both children are malnourished buthave no identified physical delays. Parents have no concerns
regarding their physical health.

Does your child receive income from any of the following sources?

N/A

OO0 Employment:
Youth: Employer:
Youth: Employer:

0 (SSI) Social Security Disability Benefits for disabled child (self):

Child/QY: Payee: Amount:
Child/OY: Payee: Amount:
O] (SSI) Social Security Disability Benefits for disabled parent:
Child/OY: Payee: Amount:
Child/OY: Payee: Amount:
O (OASI) Survivors benefits from a parent:
Child/QY: Payee: Amount:
Child/OY: Payee: Amount:
O Child Support:
Child/OY: Payed By: Amount:
Child/OY: Payed By: Amount:
L1 Other:
OlderYouth
Arethereyouthin care N/A 1 1AP (CD-94) completed with the youth
:)ov:el: rt:(: 2’?% gfe 1s 4a c(a:rhaabf::t II:’ZI|C§2(;1afee Services explained to ] Date OY FST held:
Referral need tobemade? | [ Chafee Services explained to 1 Date Chafee Referral made:
Youth O Chafee Worker:
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Emotional Relationship Lines:

GENOGRAM -
- D

AA = Alcohol abuse SA = Sexual Abuse N = Neglect _ _
DA= Drug abuse EA = Emotional Abuse  INC = Incarcerated faense relationship E':Q
MH = Mental Health PA = Physical Abuse IPV = Intimate Partner Violence Conflictual ,-elaﬁc.nsmpm

DOM = Date of Marriage DOD = Date of Divorce  DOD = Date of Death ) o
Listany significantfamily health issues which mayimpactthe child(ren) Prtanes retanionse EE—EO
Intense conflictual

Swong relationship

With energy arrow

Strone relationship |:|._.©
both directions

Jack L.
AA
l l Donna Gerald
James James
Jean Lewis
Booker Booker
AA
Carla Gary
Hudson Hudson Jeff Patsy
AA, DA Newman Newman
oshua| |Blake ,
12 14 |
l | |
ames Leslie Melinda B. Cameron John H Matt B. Lane B. Wes B.
Wake Wake 25 H. 27 25 22 20
DV, DA DV DV, DA DA
Separated 201
DOM: 7-6-17
Mason Ella
4 2
\ AlexH. BrooklynB.
N :
Jennifer Jose
Justice Martinez
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CULTURE-MAP

Assess all P/C/G’sin the primary household for the following and determine ifadditional steps need to be taken to address any

insufficient protective capacities, complicating factors or if areas of strengths and sufficient protective capacities maybe utilized to
increase safetyand decrease risk.

Culture

Matt and Melinda have been married for 3 years. Matt is Brooklyn’s biological father and has played the
father role to Alex since age 3 inthe absence of his own father, John Hudson. Neither parenthas been
previously married. Both parents have supportive family who live close. The familyhas lived in the same
areasince the children were born buthave moved 4 times. Matthas historicallybeen the primary
financial supporter ofthe family until about a year ago when he lost his job of 4 years working for a local
roofing company. Mattreports struggling to find work due to his history of incarceration. Melinda has held
several jobs and currentlyworks at Dollar General 30 hour/week. Mattreports that he may have another
child with Amy Logan who resides in Kansas but paternity has not been confirmed and he has never seen
the child. The childisreported to be female and is 8 years old. T he parents report valuing family above all
else. Theyoften lean on their extended familyfor support. Melinda was a single mom caring for Alex for
about4 years. She reports significantfinancial struggle during thattime and resided with her sister, Jacee
Lawrence fora few years but she has since moved to Colorado.

Absent Parent/
Caregiver/Guardian(s)
identity, status,

involvement, location, etc.

John Hudson, father to Alex, has had no involvement with Alex for a few years. He does not provide any
form of support. Melinda and extended familyare unsure of his currentwhereabouts butbelieve him to
possibly live in South Missouri. Melinda indicated he has a history of incarceration. CAN/ and Legal
records search show a last known addressin NW Missouri. CD continues to make efforts to locate Mr.
Hudson.A DMV search requesthas been submitted.

Discipline
beliefs/practices

Parents report utilizing time out (5 minutes) or taking away privileges like going outside or watching T V.
Melinda reports that she used to spank Alex when he was smaller butneither child has been spanked for
a few years. The children’s statements supportthis.

TraumalCrisis events
experienced by family
members and impact of
those events on current
functioning

Including presence of infmate
partner violence or aggression
in the home, presence or
history of human frafiicking.

Melinda reports being victimized as a young child which has resulted in her being protective of her
children around other people. Melinda feels the children, especiallyAlex has probablybeen traumatized
due to him witnessing and intervening, then becoming hurt,in her and Matt's fight. She also hasa history
of intimate partnerviolence with Alex’s father, John Hudson. Matt reports that the loss of his brother Jack
two years ago has reallyimpacted him.He feels he was a source of strength and his primary goto when
he was struggling. He reports Jack always helped him ‘keep hishead on straight’.

Religious/Faith
Based/Cultural Beliefs,
Practices and Supports

Values

The familyreports being of the Christian faith but does not attend church or faith based events/services.

Theyhave received some financial supportin the past from a couple local churches in effort to pay down
their utility bill.

Parental custody
status/Parenting Plan
Who has Legal/Physical
custody? Not established?
Pending? Current status?

Custody has not been established between Melinda and Alex’s father, John Hudson. Paternity has been
established through John Hudson being listed on the birth certificate. Melinda has no desire to pursue a
custodial arrangementbecause John hasleft them alone for a long time and she wants to keep it that
way.

Melinda has never pursued child supportfrom Alex’s father, John Hudson. She indicated thatthrough her
TAbenefits, the state has attempted to contacthim to initiate child support payments but have been
unsuccessful.

Family’s housing
situation/stability.

The familycurrentlylives ina single story, 3 bedroom, 1 bath homeintown. Theyrent the home and
have resided there for almost2 years. The homeisin significantdisrepair, however the landlord has
indicated thatthe family caused the damage to the home and has refused to helpin anyway. The family
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Previous cities/states of
residence. Who resides in the
home

feels if they push the issue, they will be evicted as they do not have a steady rent payment history and
have been threatened with eviction before. The home islocated neara high traffic road.

Melinda: There isnoindication thatMelinda’s behaviors suggesta potential risk of harm to self or others.

PICIG’s risk to selfor : . : ) -

others No recommendation for behavior supportor managementintervention at this time.
Matt: behaviors suggestthat Mattdoes not engage in self-harming behavior butdoes threaten or inflict
harm on others. Thereisareported significanthistoryof such behaviors which indicates thisisnotan
isolated event. Recommendation for behavior supportand managementintervention to be pursued.

Self-Care: Melinda has maintained employmentand can work independently, she is relianton Mattto care for the

P/ICIG’s level of
independence and ability
to care for self, meetown
needs

children while she’satwork. Melinda has been a single parentin the past and was able to successfully
care for herself and Alex with little support.

Both parents appear capable, when notunder the influence of substances, to meet their own basic
needs.

Protection:

P/CI/G's ability to intervene
inall circumstances to
protectthe child(ren)and
advocate for their well-
being

P/CIG’s ability to protect
selfand their own feelings
of safety inthe home

Melindawasina DV/IPV relationship with Alex’s father, John Hudson and chose to leave that relationship
for her and Alex’s well-being. Melinda reports John became abusive to Alex and that is whatended their
relationship and she moved out of the home with Alex.

Melinda reports that she generally feels safe in the home but at times when Matt is using, they often fight
and the fights are getting a lot worse. She reports they didn’tused to get physical until this past year and
now Matt seems angry all the time so they fight a lot more, especiallyaboutmoney. She reports she has
always sent the children to their room if she feels like the fight is going to get really bad. Melinda feels
that she’s already had one failed relationship and wants to work hard to maintain her relationship with
Matt.

Matt reports that he feels safe inthe home but that Melinda has thrown stuff at him in the past and one
time she threw an ashtray at his head and it split open his forehead.

Interaction:

P/C/G’s interaction and
expectations of child(ren)

Developmentally appropriate?
Level of bond?

Melinda and Mattrely heavily on Alex (age 7) to care for Brooklyn (age 5). Alex has taken on a parental
rolein many ways inthe home.

The way the parents speak aboutthe children and woice their desire to bring them home is indicative of a
genuine bond with the children.

Immigration Status

Primary language spoken
inthe home

Both parents reportthey were bornin the US and are notimmigrants. Both parents’ primary language is
English.

P/C/G Medical:

Explain any medical or
developmental conditons that
may impact the P/C/G’s ability
to safely care for the child(ren).

List any existing providers or
services, diagnosis, efc.

Neither Melinda nor Matthave a primarycare physician established. The lastmedical care Melinda
reports receiving is during Brooklyn’s birth. She reports no other medical issues. Mattreports he has seen
a local RN through NW Health Clinic forback pain a few times but it is usually managed with muscle
relaxers. Matt reports no additional medical issues.

P/C/G Mental Health:
Explain any mental health
condiions, emotional stability,
coping abilies, efc.

List any existing providers or
services, diagnosis, efc.

Melinda reports receiving counseling senvices in the past following an abusive relationship with Alex’s
father, John Hudson. She reports she didn’tbenefit from it much. She feels she probably has PT SD and
some anxiety but has never been formallydiagnosed orreceived treatment. She feels that she can
normallymanage this well if she and Matt are not fighting.

Matt reports no history or currentmental health issues. He reports he has just been down lately because
of the job situation and things have been tough. He reports he just gets angry sometimes. Melinda reports
that she supports Matt's assessmentof his own mental health needs.

Melinda also adds that Matt does struggle occasionallywith the loss of his brother.
Melinda reports noissues with her behavioral health.
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Matt reports some impulse control and angerissues. He reports that he can normallyhandle himselfbut
when he uses drugsit gets worse.

P/C/G Drug/Alcohol Use:

List any existing providers or
services, current and historical

use, efc.

Matt reports he uses marijuana nearlydailyand methamphetamines on occasion and has used marijuana
for about 15 years, methamphetamines for about 3 years.

Melinda reports she occasionallysmokes marijuana and has tried methamphetamines buthasn’tused
recently. Melinda reports being knowledgeable ofthe drugs being in the home and the consistencyof
Matt's drug use. She reports they have often fought over this. Melinda reports she didn’tstart using drugs
until her relationship began with Matt. She reports she began using during her pregnancywith Brooklyn to
help with sickness and weightgain.

Neither Matt nor Melinda have received substance abuse servicesin the past.

Education:

Melinda graduated high school from Mound CityMQ in 2012. No further education. Melinda has wanted
to pursue a nursing degree.

Matt graduated high school from Oregon MO in 2010. In high school he participate in Vo-T ech for
carpentry.

Community Based
Activities/Supports/
Services:

The familydoes not participate in communitybased activities.

Employment:

Sources ofIncome:
Ability to meetfinancial
needs to maintain basic
necessities:

Benefits (SSI, TA, FS, efc.)
See Financial Statement for
Parents (CS-99) for more
detailed information about

the family’s financial status.

Melinda s currentlyemployed at Dollar General and working 30 hours/week. T his position does not offer
healthinsurance. Melinda typicallyworks from 2pm to 8pm, T uesdaythrough Saturday.

Matt was most recentlyemployed abouta year ago through a local roofing company. He lost that job after
hurting his back and has been searching foremployment. He reports struggling to find employmentdue
to his criminal history. He is not receiving unemploymentbenefits.

The familyis currentlyreceiving 640.00 in SNAP benefitsand 160.00in TA. The children are receiving
Medicaid benefits.

Recreation:

The familyreports they enjoyfishing or having cook outs with their extended family.

Relevant CA/Nand
Criminal History/Current
legal status ofall
members of the
household:

(CAN, FCS, AC, IIS, JO
involvement, Diversions,
Criminal, Proteciion Orders,
efc.) Current legal
representation.

CAN History.

e NCA, 7-14-15,20150004425. Confirmed drug use by Melinda Baker during pregnancy. Infant Brooklyn
Baker'smeconiumtested positive for THC. Brooklyn and sibling Alex were voluntarily placed with
Maternal Aunt and Uncle Linda and Larry Jones until IS was able to begin services with the family.
FCScase opened on 7-15-15. Both children returned to the home on 7-18-15and IIS began services.
The familysuccessfullycompleted IIS services on 8-31-15and FCS case closed successfullyon 11-12-
15. The familyparticipated in parenting education senices, substance abuse treatment, First Steps and
was educated on safe sleep practices and how to provide a safe environmentfor both of the children.

e Assessment, 5-31-17,20176648865. Allegations of unsanitary living conditions. Perpetrators Melinda
Baker and Matt Baker. Victim children, Aex Hudson and Brooklyn Baker. Safety plan initiated with the
family and a voluntary placementwas made by the familywith Maternal Aunt and Uncle Linda and
Larry Jones over the period of 5 days to allow the parents to clean the home. The familywas
successfulin doing so and the hotline concluded Preventative Services Indicated. No FCS case
opened.

Criminal History:

o August 2013 Matt Baker received a misdemeanor charge for possession of THC under 35 grams. Matt
was incarcerated in the Holt county jail for 30 days and released on probation for 2 years. Matt
successfullycompleted probationin 2015.

e 12-10-20 MattBaker was arrested for possession of THC and methamphetamines and for assault
(againstMelinda). Mattis currentlyincarcerated in the Holt County jail. His bail is set at $25,000.
Criminal proceedings are ongoing.
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Matt indicated he has been appointed an attorney for his criminal matters, Justin Rich.
The parents have been appointed an attorney for the juvenile matters, Kristina Cash.

Other:

EXISTING SAFETY:

Consider asking: Regarding the things that happened to cause Children’s Division’s involvement, whatare some things you or anyone
else were able to do to keep the child(ren) safe either now or in the past? Who helped to keep them safe?

What actions has the family taken in the past to keep the child(ren) safe when the concerning behaviors were occurring?
When mom and dad were using meth, they would often send the children to Aunt Linda’s to stay, knowing they would not be able to
care for the children

What supports did the family utilize to help keep the children safe?
Aunt Linda and Uncle Larry Jones

What are the family's ideas now on how to keep the child(ren) safe if these things were to happen again? Who would be involved to
help to keep them safe?

Melinda and Mattagree that they both have to stop using drugs and clean the house for the children to be safe at home. Theyhave
indicated thatif that were not to happen then the best way for the children to be safe is for them to be with Aunt Linda and Uncle Larry
until they can be sober.
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CHILD(REN)/YOUTH DISCUSSION

Tobe completed with the child(ren)/Youth asis developmentallyappropriate.

House of Good Things

People who live in my safety house.
People who can visit my safety house.
Who has made you feel safe before?

House of Worries

People | don’t feel safe with.
People who are not allowed to visit my
safety house.

Who has made you feel unsafe before?

House of Dreams

Rules of my safety house.
What would need to change to make it the
way you want it so you would always feel

safe?

(efe]

~J

%ﬁ

Brooklyn: my mom and dad and Alex
and me can live here and my dogs.
Alex always makes me safe and gets
me food. Aunt Lindaand Uncle Larry
can be here because they bringme
food too. Grandma Patsy can come
here too because she loves me and
Jose too. Sometimes Ed can come over
too because he’sourneighbor. Dad
can come oversometimes but
sometimes he hasto go somewhere
else whenheismad.

Alex: Me and Brooklyn and my dad
and mom and Grandma Patsy and
AuntLindaand Uncle Larry and my
friend Joey can come here. Matt can
come visitwhenhe’sall betterand he
stops being mad.

Brooklyn: that cat that scratched me.
Dad is scary sometimes and he hurts
mommy and he hurt Alex. He made me
cry when he yellsand sometimes | want
to go to grandma’s house. ldon’tlike
scary movies.

Alex: Mommy and Matt get mad
sometimesandyelland mommy threw
an ashtray at Matt and broke his head
and made blood. Matt makes mommy
cry and | cry and Brooklyn cries. Matt
sometimes kicks the dogs and yells at
them. He probably can’t come to my
house right now.

D O
AA

Brooklyn: | want to live in my house
but | wantto have a bed with Alex. |
don’twant mommytocry. | want to
have anotherdogand two cats. |
would have rainbowsin myroomand
aTV. Nobodygetstoyellortheygoin
timeout. We can play outside and can
go to Grandma Patsy’s sometimes
because she has good food. | want
some French fries and ketchup.

Alex: Matt needsto be nice and
mommy needsto be nice. | don’tlike
it when Matt kicks the dog and when
he uses bad words, that’s not good. |
want to have lots of food and cereal to
eat. | want the house tobe warmand
to smell good like Aunt Lindaand
Uncle Larry’s house. Nobody can fight
and | don’twantto cleanthe dog
poop up.
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CASE PARTICIPANTS VOICES

(Parent/Caregiver/Guardian’s, Child(ren), Natural Supports, Resource Providers, Community Supports, GAL, Court Partners, CD, etc.)

Identify below who is providing the information.

What'’s going well?
Parental Strengths?
What's been donein the past to keep the
child(ren) safe?

Danger/Impactto the child(ren):
What are we worried aboutand how do those
worries potentiallyimpactthe child(ren)?

Next Steps:

Recommended solutions to remedy the

worry?

BrooklynJones, child:

Likesto stay at Aunt Linda’shouse. They
don’tfight. Loves both mom and dad. Likes
Aunt Linda’s food.

Alex Hudson, child:

Feelsit's good that Matt s in jail so he
can’thurt his mom. Feels very protective of
his mom and sister.

Melinda Jones, mother:

The children are a positive support for each
other. Concerned forthe wellbeing ofthe
childrenandis motivated to do whatis
necessaryto reunify her family.
Recognizesdruguseis a problem and is
willing to seek help. She doesn’t like her
childrento see them fight, she knowsit's
not good for them.

Matt Jones, father:

Recognizesdrug useis a problem andis
willing to seek help. He states he feels
reallybad aboutAlex getting hurt and him
hurting Melinda and doesn’twantanything
like that to happen again.

Linda Jones, maternalaunt:

The children are very open to talking about
what they feel. The parents have a good
supportnetwork.

Larry Jones,uncle:

Patsy Newman, paternal grandmother:
Both mom and dad are generallyvery
loving and affectionate toward the children.
When Alex’s father left, Matt steppedin
and has been there for him. If it wasn’tfor
the drugs, the parents would be able to
handle all the rest.

Ed Wallace, neighbor/friend:

The familyhas gotten through some tough
times before and | know they cando it
again.

Jose Martinez, friend:

Before the drugs, Melinda was able to hold
ajoband was particular aboutwho
watched herchildren. Sheis a good mom
but she just can’tshow that when she’s

BrooklynJones, child:

Worried that Alex and mom will getowies
again.

AlexHudson, child:

Worried that if mom and dad keep fighting
that mom will be dead and then he won't
have a mom. Alex doesn’ttrust Matt. | don’t
have a toothbrush at home.

Melinda Jones, mother:

Worried that if Alex were to try to stop Matt
and her from fighting again, he could gethurt
again.

Matt Jones, father:

Worried that Alex is afraid of him now.

Linda Jones, maternalaunt:

Worried that when the parents use drugs that
the fighta lot and theirfights are getting to
the point that now Alex has been hurt and
Melinda ended up in the hospital with serious
injuries. It's obvious the parents haven’t been
doing their job well, both children have rotted
teeth and they are malnourished. Alexcan’t
focusin schooland hasbeenin fights, all of
this isn’t good for the kids, they need stability.
Larry Jones,uncle:

Worried that if parents continue to use drugs
then they won'’tbe able to keep their home or
the home won’tbe safe. Worried that if Matt
and Melinda keep fighting like they are that
Matt is going to land himselfin jail for a very
long time or Melinda is not going to come
back from the hospital. The kids are
embarrassed aboutthe house and they

always smelled awful, that's embarrassing for

them to go to school like that.
Patsy Newman, paternal grandmother:
Worried that the kids are having to feed

themselves when the parents are sleeping off

their high and the kids run around having to
take care of themselves or Alex has to take
care of Brooklyn. The kids are already too
thin and | know they don’t eat enough
because there’srarely food in the house
exceptwhen | bringit.

The house isfilthy and the kids could be
electrocuted bythe wiring coming outofthe

Children:theyjust need to be nice and
hugeachother. Theyneedto geta
washer.| want mom to cook like Aunt
Linda.

Matt and Melinda could benefitfrom
learning how to recognize potential
threats to the children’s safety and what
actionsto take to protectthem from
harm.

Matt and Melinda could benefitfrom
learning whatthe children’s nutritional,
dental, medical, educational and
hygiene needs are and how to
consistentlymeetthose needs.

Matt and Melinda could benefitfrom
learning whatlevel of supervision the
children require based on their
developmental level and the potential
risks of harm that may affect the
childrenifnot adequatelysupervised.
Matt and Melinda could benefitfrom
learning how to handle conflictin sucha
way that is physically and emotionally
safe for everyone in the home.

Matt and Melinda could benefitfrom
learning how to maintain a safe and
sanitary home.

Matt and Melinda could benefitfrom
understanding how their relationship
and fighting negativelyimpactthe
children.

Matt and Melinda could benefitfrom
understanding the triggers or factors
that may cause conflictto escalate into
a harmful situation and what steps to
take to protect the children from harm.
Matt and Melinda could benefitfrom
learning how to establish a routine to
ensure the home remains clean.

Matt and Melinda could benefitfrom
learning how to engage and encourage
his children to help maintain the
household chores based on their
developmental abilities.
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using. Matt has struggled from time to time | wall or the house could catch onfire, also
but he’s gotten sober before so | think he from the space heaters.

candoit again. Ed Wallace, neighbor/friend:

Jennifer Justice, friend: Worried that if the parents keep using drugs
Both Matt and Melinda love the kids, | don’t | thatthey willboth end upin jailand the kids
think they would intentionallyhurt them but | won’thave their parentsanymore. T he kids
the parents do need to make some could getsick from the dog poop and mold
changesand | think they are willing to. everywhere.

Jose Martinez, friend:

The familydoesn’treally have much money,
Matt drives Melinda to work and now that
Mattis in jail, 'm worried that the familyreally
may not be able to pay their bills.

Jennifer Justice, friend:

Some of the people Melinda and Matthang
out with or let come to the house are drug
users or have some pretty rough histories,
they are going to have to cutties with those
people. Theyare not going to be able to get
rid of the cockroachesifthey don’tget the
house in order.

Involvement in the completion of the Initial Family Assessment:

If there was no oronly partial Parent/Caregiver/Guardianinvolvement while completing this Initial Family Assessment, what were
the circumstances thatall of the Parent/Caregiver/Guardian(s) were not or only partially involved?

N/A - All Parent, Caregiver, Guardian(s) in the primary household participated in completion of the IFA

If there was no oronly partial Child/Youthinvolvement while completing this Initial Family Assessment, what were the
circumstances thatall ofthe Child(ren)/Youthwere notor only partially involved?

N/A - All Children/Youth participatedin completion ofthe IFA

Who participated in the completion of this Initial Family Assessment?
List all Parent/Caregiver/Guardians, Children/Youth, Relatives, Natural Supports, Collateral Contacts, Service Providers, and any other
individuals providing information through the completion ofthis assessment.

Melinda Baker, Matt Baker, Alex Hudson, Brooklyn Baker, Linda Jones, Larry Jones, Patsy Newman, Leslie Wake, Jose Martinez

Initial Family Assessment Attachment (CD-301a) was completed on the following additional Parent, Caregiver, Guardian(s) not

residing in the primary household. Must complete with Incarcerated Parent, Caregiver, Guardian(s) as well.

0 N/A - no additional Parent, Caregiver, Guardian(s) or all additional P,C,G’s are deceased or TPR has occurred

[0 N/A - additional Parent, Caregiver, Guardians identified but cannotlocate at the time ofthe Initial Family Assessment

0 N/A - additional Parent, Caregiver, Guardians identified but are unwilling to participate in case planning for their child(ren)

Completed and attached IFA Att.(CD-301a) with the following P/C/G’s: John Hudson, bio-father to Alex

O Completed and attached IF A Att.(CD-301a) with the following P/C/G’s:

O Completed and attached IFA Att. (CD-301a) with the following P/C/G’s:
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ADDITIONAL NOTES, CASE MANAGERFOLLOW UP, TO DO:

Supervisor Comments:

SIGNATURES

Worker signature at completon of assessment Date: Supervisor signature approving completed assessment, Date:
following comprehensive review for quality documentation
and verificaton that all potential resources have been utilized
to gather a full and thorough assessment of the family:

W WW 1-10-2t Ma/o/a /D/é/'[fzg/ 7-70-27

See Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Signatures on Page 1.
Upload to OnBase following Supervisor approval.
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